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1. The Tragically Hip is well-known across the nation; they have experienced intense 

media attention regardless of individuals’ interest in music genres, and they are 
argued to embody the Canadian identity. Why do you think The Hip had such a 
National influence? 
 

2. What is the significance of the title? 
 

3. Downie said, “the band hit the Canadian music scene at a good time, when the 
winds of change are blowing.” Why was it a good time? 
 

4. Why do you think the Tragically Hip didn’t want to do an in-store appearance? What 
was the compromise? 
 

5. What is the significance of Downie’s seven metallic suits? Who was Downie’s silver 
suit named after? Why? 
 

6. Was it an honour for the Tragically Hip to be appointed to the Order of Canada? 
 

7. Why do you think that Downie’s public announcement that he had terminal cancer 
had such a powerful impact across Canada? What happened when Canada learned 
Gord Downie had died? 
 

8. This is an unauthorized biography and the Hip did not participate in the writing of this 
biography. Does this affect your appreciation of the book? Should this book have 
been written without The Hip’s participation? 
 

9. What is the role of art and artists in society? 
 

 
These questions were created by Clarington Library, Museums & Archives staff to 

enhance your discussion of the book.   



 

Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at 
www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the availability 
calendar, and submit a request. 
 
 
Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance. 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability. 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to 
confirm your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the service desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 
 

 
Terms of Loan 

• 12 copies are included in each kit. 

• 6-week loan period. 

• No renewals. 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any CLMA library location. 

• Kit must be returned at the service desk during operating hours, not through an 
exterior drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one person’s card. 

• The person who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members; and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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