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1. Did you think the characters and their problems/decisions/relationships were 
believable or realistic? If not, was the author trying to make them realistic, and why 
did he or she fail? Did the male/female author draw realistic male and female 
characters? Which character could you relate to best and why? Talk about the 
secondary characters. Were they important to the story? Did any stand out for you? 

2. Talk about the author's use of language/writing style. Have each member read their 
favorite couple of passages out loud. Was the language appropriate to the story? 
Was it more poetic or vernacular? Did it stand in the way of your appreciation of the 
story, or enhance your enjoyment of the book? Was the dialogue realistic sounding? 
Was there a rhythm to the author’s style, or anything else that might be considered 
unique about it? 

3. Was the author fairly descriptive? Was he or she better at describing the concrete or the 
abstract? Was the author clear about what he or she was trying to say, or were you 
confused by some of what you read? How did this affect your reading of the book? 

4. Talk about the plot. What was more important, the characters or the plot? Was the 
plot moved forward by decisions of the characters, or were the characters at the 
mercy of the plot? Was the action believable? What events in the story stand out for 
you as memorable? Was the story chronological? Was there foreshadowing and 
suspense or did the author give things away at the beginning of the book? Was this 
effective? How did it affect your enjoyment of the book? 

5. What were some of the major themes of the book? Are they relevant in your life? Did 
the author effectively develop these themes? If so, how? If not, why not? Did you 
think the story was funny, sad, touching, disturbing, and moving? Why or why not? 

6. Finally, what else struck you about the book as good or bad? What did you like or 
dislike about it that we haven't discussed already? Were you glad you read this 
book? Would you recommend it to a friend? Did this book make you want to read 
more work by this author? 

 

The above questions were taken from Reading Group Guides. 
www.readinggroupguides.com   

http://www.readinggroupguides.com/


 

Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at 
www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the availability 
calendar, and submit a request. 
 
 
Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance. 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability. 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to 
confirm your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the service desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 
 

 
Terms of Loan 

• 12 copies are included in each kit. 

• 6-week loan period. 

• No renewals. 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any CLMA library location. 

• Kit must be returned at the service desk during operating hours, not through an 
exterior drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one person’s card. 

• The person who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members; and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 

 
 

http://www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag

