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1. The Haenyeo are respected for having a matrifocal culture—a society of women.  They 

work hard, have many responsibilities and earn money but how much independence 
and power within their families do they really have? 
 

2. The story begins with Young-sook as an old woman, gathering algae on the beach. 
What secrets or clues about the past and the present are revealed in the scenes that 
take place in 2008? Why do we understand the beginning of the novel only after we 
have finished it? 
 

3. Mi-ja's rubbings are critical to the novel. How do they illustrate the friendship between 
Mi-ja and Young-sook? How do they help Young-sook in her process of healing? 
 

4. On page 39, Young-sook’s mother recites the aphorism “If you plant red beans, then 
you will harvest red beans”. Jun-bu repeats the phrase on page 199. How do these two 
characters interpret the saying? How does this saying play out for various characters? 
 

5. Are the main characters dynamic, changing or maturing by the end of the book? What 
do they learn about themselves, the world, and their role in it? 
 

6. At first it would seem that the visit of the scientists to the island is something of a 
digression. What important consequences does the visit have for Young-sook and the 
other haenyeo? 
 

7. Which character did you relate to the most, and what was it about them that you 
connected with? 
 

8. What is life like for men married to haenyeo? Compare Young-sook’s father, Mi-ja’s 
husband, and Young-sook’s husband. 
 

9. Has this novel changed you or broadened your perspective? Have you learned 
something new or been exposed to different ideas about people or a certain part of the 
world? 

 
 The above questions were taken from https://www.litlovers.com/reading-

guides/fiction/11513-island-of-sea-women-see?start=3 to enhance your discussion of the 
book.  

https://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/fiction/11513-island-of-sea-women-see?start=3
https://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/fiction/11513-island-of-sea-women-see?start=3
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Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at 
www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the availability 
calendar, and submit a request. 
 
 
Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance. 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability. 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to 
confirm your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the service desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 
 

 
Terms of Loan 

• 12 copies are included in each kit. 

• 6-week loan period. 

• No renewals. 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any CLMA library location. 

• Kit must be returned at the service desk during operating hours, not through an 
exterior drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one person’s card. 

• The person who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members; and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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