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" b B Book Club in a Bag
: Discussion Questions

The Thursday Murder Club
by Richard Osman

1. Though the book follows the four friends—Joyce, Elizabeth, Ibrahim, and Ron—
solving the murder, the only first-person POV is Joyce’s via her diary. Why do you think
the author chose to show her perspective in such a way?

2. Joyce was a nurse, Elizabeth was in the secret service, Ibrahim was a psychiatrist,
and Ron was a trade union leader. Who do you think was most helpful in solving the
crime? What strengths did they each bring to the table? What were their weaknesses?

3. Do you think that PC Donna De Freitas and DCI Chris Hudson make a good team?
Do you think Donna was smart to stay in touch with Joyce, even though it was
unprofessional at times? What do you make of the relationship between the detectives
and the septuagenarians?

4. Joyce says, “| am very happy to be overlooked and always have been. And | do think
perhaps that will be helpful in this investigation.” Do you agree? What insights and
advantages does she gain by not calling attention to herself, and staying under the
radar?

5. Society often writes off the abilities of the elderly—assuming both body and mind are
deteriorating. At the heart of The Thursday Murder Club is a lesson to never to
underestimate this population. Who misjudges the residents of Coopers Chase the
most? What are the consequences of underestimating the four friends?

6. One of the reoccurring themes is the gray area between the law and each character’s
moral code. Do you think Penny’s husband, John, did the right thing? Did Penny?

7. At any point, did you have an idea of who might have committed the murder? Who
did you suspect, and why? Were you correct?

9. If you had to solve a murder, which three people—could be friends, family,
celebrities—would you choose to help you solve it?

The above questions were taken from
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/633983/the-thursday-murder-club-by-
richard-osman/9781984880987/readers-quide/
to enhance your discussion of the book.



https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/633983/the-thursday-murder-club-by-richard-osman/9781984880987/readers-guide/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/633983/the-thursday-murder-club-by-richard-osman/9781984880987/readers-guide/
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Author Biography

Richard Osman is an author, producer, and television presenter. Each of his novels,
The Thursday Murder Club, The Man Who Died Twice, and The Bullet That Missed
were number one, million-copy international bestsellers, as well as New York Times
bestsellers. He lives in London with his wife Ingrid and Liesl the cat.

https://www.penquinrandomhouse.com/authors/2201645/richard-osman/

Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use

Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at
www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the
availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request Form.

Booking a Kit

e Booking may be made up to a year in advance

e Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability

e Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm
your booking.

e Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date.

Terms of Loan

This kit includes 12 regular print copies and 1 audiobook copy.

6-week loan period

No renewals

Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch.

Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior
drop box.

All items are checked out to one member’s card.

e The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for:

o The distribution and return of all items to their group members and
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.

o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item.
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